
 

 

Crockery Township  

 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting  

 

December 16, 2025 

Approved Minutes  

 

Commissioner Arends called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call:  

 

Present: Commissioners Mike Munch, Dave Willis, Robert Machiela, Jake Noel, Ryan Arends and 

Ryan Kelly.  

 

Absent: Roy Holmes 

 

Planner Aaron Bigelow with Fresh Coast Planning was present on behalf of the Township.  

Attorney Ron Redick was present on behalf of the Township. Paige Silva was also present as 

Recording Secretary.  

 

There were 2 people seated in the public gallery.  

 

Agenda Item 2. Approval of the Agenda  

 

Planner Bigelow stated that he wanted to add a discussion at the end regarding a land division. 

Approved with the additional discussion.  

 

Agenda Item 3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kelly to approve the Minutes from November 18, 2025.   

A second was offered by Commissioner Munch.  

 

Agenda Item 4. Announcements  

 

Commissioner Kelly did not have any updates to provide.  

 

Agenda Item 5. Communications  

 

None. 
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Agenda Item 6. Public Comments  

 

Chairman Arends offered public comments at 6:32 p.m.  

 

Parker Slagh 18084 136th Avenue - Questions about the DeYoung Mine.  Chairman Arends said 

it was approved by the Commission and they were waiting on the hydrological study, which was 

received.  It will be going forward to the board in January for approval.  

 

Agenda Item 7. Action Items  

 

A. Crossroads Mine - Public Hearing 

 

Planner Bigelow provided insight to this matter. He stated that this is the same pond this 

Commission approved a year ago. The Planner displayed a topographical map on the 

digital display in the front of the room. The sand is planned to be removed by 2027, they 

will be removing half then the other half. The hours of operation were reduced to 8 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and no weekends. Stockpiling will be on site and 

dewatering as needed. Handling onsite will be minimal, no onsite mechanical processes 

will occur. The nearest dwelling is 650 ft away and the applicant said they will be doing 

dust control. The Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC) has reviewed this and a 

similarly placed road maintenance plan will be added as part of the resolution. The 

OCRC wants the driveway to be 24 ft wide and it will be a condition of the approval (the 

applicant agreed). A bond in the amount of  87,500 was proposed by the OCRC. The 

pond has been approved by EGLE.  

 

A motion to open the public hearing was made by Commissioner Noel. A second was 

offered by Commissioner Machiela.  

 

Chairman Arends requested public comments. None were offered.   

 

Commissioner Willis made a motion to close the public hearing. A second was offered 

by Commissioner Munch.  

 

Chairman Arends said this is straightforward, we just need to fill in blanks regarding the 

Duration of the project (which cannot be more than three). The applicant has proposed 

two. Chairman Arends asked how long the Commission decided for the mine on 136th.   

 

Planner Bigelow stated that the mine on 136th requested 6 months. The time frame of 18 

months would be acceptable. The restoration is set to be complete in 2027 and the 
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commissioners agree.  A motion to approve these terms was made by Commissioner 

Machiela.  A second was offered by Commissioner Noel.  

 

B. Silver Vista Storage - 1 year construction extension  

 

Chairman Arends asked for the Planners’ reminder of what this was about.  Planner 

Bigelow stated that exactly a year ago an addition to this property was approved by this 

Commission. There is a pipeline owned by Trans Canada, which has been 

decommissioned for a number of years that has caused the delay. Nothing has changed on 

the plan previously approved by this Commission. The Applicant was present and stated 

that if it cannot be worked out with Trans Canada, then a modified version of the 

extension will be introduced. The pipeline is where the applicant wanted to dig a pond for 

runoff water. 

 

Commissioner Willis asked if the bond was returned. Planner Bigelow said it was about 

to be but has been held due to the extension.   

 

The applicant asked how long this pipeline was decommissioned.  He stated that Trans 

Canada has recently taken issue with buildings on or near the pipeline and the digging of 

the pond, as it would require the excavation of the pipeline. He said that they are not in 

litigation but they are working with them.  

 

The Planner displayed a topographical map of the property and the right of ways.  

 

Commissioner Munch asked if anyone from MDOT signed off on the abandonment of 

the pipeline? The Applicant stated that they had and he has since purchased the easement 

the pipeline company once held. He said that they do not want to keep the pipeline but 

they believe it will be really expensive to remove it on Trans Canada’s terms. The 

Applicant stated that Trans Canada quoted them a removal fee of $500,000.  One of the 

Applicant’s units is already over it. He said that this came about when the pipeline was 

uncovered amid dirtworks and an agent of Trans Canada drove by and reported them to 

corporate.  

 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Noel to approve the one year extension. A second 

was offered by Commissioner Munch.  

 

Agenda Item 8. Presentations 

 

None.  
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Agenda Item 9. Discussion Items 

 

Planner Bigelow stated he received an application for a land division. The applicant is 

trying to split off his property and rezone it.  He said the ratio will exceed 4:1, and will 

require a special land use permit.  The Planner displayed a picture of the parcel with the 

property description. The applicant wishes to split off 19 acres. The applicant/owner is 

Pat Harmon. He has a hobby farm and has been here in the past. He would have to go to 

AG-2 to get the parcel he wants and right now it is zoned AG-1. The Planning 

Commissioners recalled that the applicant was living on the AG property, when there was 

no home on the land. The land next to the bayou is within the 100 year flood plain and 

not buildable. The Planner stated that he told the applicant to rezone it initially but he 

received the application for the land division. Attorney Redick stated that they reached a 

consent judgment regarding this property. The Planning Commission asked if the 

applicant could take more from the other parcel. The Planner stated that he would not be 

permitted to do this because the minimum width will not be met. Commissioner Willis 

stated that he would not like to create an oddly shaped parcel. The Planner said that he 

would need to split the existing parcel in half. The split would be right at the barn. 

Further, the parcel would be not much more narrow than the ones next to it. 

Commissioner Arends stated that he would have to rezone to AG-2 first, then the split 

will be approved.  

 

The new Planning Commissioner was present and asked a question regarding this 

process. The Planner clarified that in land zoned AG-2, a parcel must be 10 acres.   

 

Agenda Item 10. Adjournment  

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Noel at 6:57 p.m. A second was offered by 

Commissioner Munch. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Paige Silva 

Recording Secretary  

 

Next Regular Meeting: January 20, 2026 

Next Special Meeting: TBD 


