TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY

COUNTY OF OTTAWA

At aregular meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Crockery, held electronically
by both telephonic and video conferencing using GoToMeeting in accordance with Sections 3 and 3a
of the Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.261, et seq., on the 12th day of January, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
PRESENT:  Erhorn, Buchanan, Van Bemmelen, Kelly, Suchecki
ABSENT:  None

The following ordinance was offered by Member Buchanan and seconded by Member Van
Bemmelen.

ORDINANCE NO., 2021-01
An Ordinance to secure the public health, safety, and general
welfare of the residents of the Township of Crockery, by
prohibiting hunting and the discharge of firearms and other
weapons on Township-owned property; and to provide
penalties for violation of this Ordinance,
THE TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance is to secure and maintain the public health, safety, and general
welfare of the residents of the Township of Crockery, by prohibiting hunting and the discharge of
firearms and other weapons on property that is owned by the Township, subject to the exceptions
stated herein.

Section 2. Authority

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to authority granted by the Township Ordinances Act, MCL
41.181, et seq.

Section 3, Definitions

The following words and phrases shall have the meanings provided below, for the purposes of this
Ordinance:
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A, “Bow” means a device for propelling an arrow from a string drawn, held, and released by
hand if the force used to hold the string in the drawn position is provided by the archer’s
muscles.

B. “Crossbow” means a weapon consisting of a bow, mounted transversely on a stock or {rame,
and designed to fire an arrow, bolt, or quarrel by the release of a bow string controlled by a
mechanical or electric trigger.

C. “Firearm” means any weapon which will, is designed to, or may be readily converted to
expel a projectile by action of an explosive. It includes all items commonly understood to be
firearms, including, but not limited to, rifles, pistols, handguns, shotguns, long guns,
muzzleloaders, and all weapons and guns of a similar nature.

D. “Hunt” and “hunting” mean to pursue, capture, shoot, kill, chase, follow, harass, harm, rob,
or trap a wild animal, or to attempt to engage in such an activity, using a firearm or other
weapon.

E. “Other weapon” includes BB guns or pellet guns that expel a single BB or pellet by spring,

gas, or air; paint ball guns that expel plastic balls filled with paint by way of pneumatic
pressure; bows; crossbows; slingshots; and, other weapons of a similar nature or purpose.

F. *Slingshot” means a Y-shaped device with an elastic strip attached between the prongs used
for projecting a stone or other object.

G. “Township-owned property” or “property owned by the Township” includes all real property
within the jurisdictional limits of the Township of Crockery in which the Township has a
then-present ownership or possessory interest, including, without limitation, parks, open
space lands, recreational lands, sporting fields, non-motorized pathways, cemetery lands, and
lands used for the Township Hall and its accessory structures and facilities.

H. “Wild animal” means a mammal, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, or crustacea of a wild nature
indigenous to the State of Michigan or introduced to the State of Michigan by the
Department of Natural Resources (“MDNR”) or a species determined by the MDNR to be of
public benefit.

Section 4. Hunting Prohibited on Township-Owned Property

No persen shall, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, engage in hunting on property
that is owned by the Township.

Section 5. Discharge of Firearms and Other Weapons Prohibited on Township-Owned
Property

No person shall, from and after the effective date of this Ordinance, discharge any firearm or other
weapon on property that is owned by the Township, except under the following circumstances:

A. Authorized offtcers of the law are permitted to discharge their firearm on Township-owned
property in the performance of their official duties.
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B. Military personnel are permitted to discharge their military-issued firearms on Township-
owned property in the performance of their official military duties.

C. A person may discharge a firearm on Township-owned property for the protection of life, to
the extent otherwise allowed by law.

Section 6. Penalties; Injunctive Relief

A, A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction, for which the fines shall not be
less than $250 nor more than $500, in the discretion of the Court. Additionally, the violator
shall pay costs which may include all expenses, direct and indirect, which the Township
incurs in connection with the municipal civil infraction, including actual attorney fees. The
foregoing sanctions are not exclusive, and shall be in addition to the rights of the Township
to proceed at law or equity with other appropriate and proper remedies, including injunctive
relief, as set forth below.

B. A violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se. The Township may
seek injunctive relief against a violator, in order to abate the violation or to seek such other
relief provided by law. In a proceeding for injunctive relief, the violator shall be responsible
for all costs, damages, expenses, and attorney fees incurred by the Township and shall be
subject to all other remedies provided to the Township by law.

C. Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense.

D. This Ordinance shall be administered and enforced by the Ordinance Enforcement Officer of
the Township, the Township Supervisor, or by such other person(s) as designated by the
Township Board from time to time. Citations for violation of this Ordinance may be issued
by any such person, or by any law enforcement officer having jurisdiction in the Township,
including any deputy of the Ottawa County Sherriff’s office.

Section 7. Severability
Each portion of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable. Should any provision of this
Ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, invalid, or

unenforceable, such holding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of this Ordinance as a
whole, or of any other part hereof.

Section 8. Publication and Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its publication or 30 days after the publication
of a summary of its provisions in a local newspaper of general circulation.

AYES: Erhorn, Buchanan, Van Bemmelen, Suchecki
NAYS: Kelly

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.
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Kathleen Buchanan, Clerk
Township of Crockery

L hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the
Township Board of the Township of Crockery at a public meeting held on the date first stated above,
and [ further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law.
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"Kathleen Buchanan, Clerk
Township of Crockery
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