
TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY 

 

COUNTY OF OTTAWA 

 

 At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Crockery, held in the 

Township Hall, Nunica, Michigan, on the 11th day of April, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 PRESENT:  Erhorn, Buchanan, Van Bemmelen, Suchecki. 

 

 ABSENT:   Kelly. 

 

 The following ordinance was offered by Member Suchecki and seconded by Member 

Erhorn. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE  

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY 

 

[Shipping Containers] 

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY ORDAINS: 

 Section 1.  Definitions.  Section 2.02.6 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of 

Crockery is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

Accessory Use, Building, or Structure - A use, building, or structure (including 

shipping containers) on the same lot with, and of a nature customarily incidental 

and subordinate to, the principal use, building, or structure. 

 

Section 2.  Accessory Buildings and Structures.  Subsections C and D of Section 3.02.1 of 

the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Crockery are hereby amended to read in their entirety 

as follows: 

 

C. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, shall be subject 

to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 

 

D. Accessory buildings or structures shall be prohibited in commercial and 

industrial zoning districts except as may be approved by the Planning 

Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance with this ordinance.  

 

 Section 3.  Shipping Containers.  Section 3.02.1 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended by the addition of new subsection K, which shall read in its entirety 

as follows: 

 

 

 



K. Shipping Containers as Accessory Buildings shall be subject to the following 

requirements 

 

i. They shall be permitted as accessory buildings in Residential and 

Agricultural zoning districts, upon the following conditions: 

a. They may be located only on parcels five (5) acres or larger in 

area. 

b. The maximum height shall be nine (9) feet. 

c. They shall not be stacked upon each other or upon any other type 

of structure or building.   

 

ii. Any shipping containers located on any lands in the Township that 

existed prior to April 28, 2023, must receive zoning and, where 

applicable, building permits. 

 

iii. They shall be neutral in color with no writing, logo, graphics, designs 

or signage. 

 

iv. They may be located only in the rear or  side yards, and shall be 

effectively screened from view of all abutting properties and public 

rights-of-way by landscape plantings having a minimum height of six 

(6) feet.  

 

v. The use of shipping containers as accessory buildings in the 

Commercial and Industrial Districts may be permitted only with 

Planning Commission site plan approval.  Such containers shall meet 

the following standards: 

a. Number - The maximum number shall be determined by the 

Planning Commission during site plan review based on lot size, 

use, and location. 

b. They shall be located in the rear yard or not visible from any 

public right-of-way.  

c. Foundation – the container shall sit on a level gravel base or 

concrete slab. 

vi. If at any time the container fails to be substantially and principally used 

for storage purposes, or the interior becomes accessible to the elements, 

the container shall be removed immediately upon request from the 

Township. 

 

vii. In all zoning districts, the use of a shipping container as a building, 

accessory building, or structure is prohibited except as expressly 

permitted by this subsection K. 



 Section 4. Small Accessory Buildings.  Section 3.02.6 of the Zoning Ordinance of the 

Township of Crockery is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

One small accessory building or structure of not more than 200 square feet, but 

specifically excluding shipping containers, shall be allowed in any residential or 

agricultural zoning district providing it meets required accessory building setbacks 

from the front, side and rear property lines. Such small accessory buildings (a) shall 

not require a zoning permit; (b) shall not be included in the maximum allowable 

gross floor area of accessory buildings for the parcel of land on which the building 

is located; and (c) shall not be included in the total number of accessory buildings 

otherwise allowed on the same parcel of land. 

 Section 5.  Required Conditions.  Section 9.06.4 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance with 

this ordinance. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, shall be 

subject to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 

 Section 6. Required Conditions. Section 9A.06 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended by the addition of subsection 8 thereto, which shall read in its 

entirety as follows: 

8. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance 

with this ordinance. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, 

shall be subject to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 

 

 Section 7. Required Conditions. Section 9B.06 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended by the addition of subsection 13 thereto, which shall read in its 

entirety as follows:  

13. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance 

with this ordinance. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, 

shall be subject to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 

 Section 8.  Required Conditions.  Section 10.03 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended by the addition of subsection 5, which shall read in its entirety as 

follows:  

5. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance 

with this ordinance. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, 

shall be subject to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 



 Section 9.  Other Provisions.  Section 11.10 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of 

Crockery is hereby amended so as to read in its entirety as follows: 

11.10   OTHER PROVISIONS 

1. Multiple industrial uses may be permitted on a parcel of land even if those uses 

occur in more than one building. 

 

2. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance 

with this ordinance.  

 

Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, shall be subject to the 

additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K. 

 Section 10.  Other Provisions.  Section 11A.10 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township 

of Crockery is hereby amended so as to read in its entirety as follows  

11A.10  OTHER PROVISIONS 

1. Multiple industrial uses may be permitted on a parcel of land even if those uses 

occur in more than one building. 

2. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings shall be prohibited except as may be 

approved by the Planning Commission on a specific Site Plan in accordance 

with this ordinance. Shipping containers, when used as an accessory building, 

shall be subject to the additional requirements stated in Section 3.02.1.K.  

 Section 11.  Publication/Effective date.  A summary of the regulatory effect of this 

Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township within 15 days 

after adoption.  This Ordinance shall become effective seven days after such publication. 

 

 AYES:  Erhorn, Buchanan, Van Bemmelen, Suchecki. 

 NAYS: None. 

 

 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

________________________________________ 

Kathleen Buchanan, Clerk 

Township of Crockery 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by 

the Township Board of the Township of Crockery at a public meeting held on the date first stated 

above, and I further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law. 



 

________________________________________ 

Kathleen Buchanan, Clerk 

Township of Crockery 

 

 

 




