
 

 

Crockery Township  

 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting  

 

April 21, 2026 

Approved Minutes  

 

Commissioner Arends called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call:  

 

Present: Commissioners Mike Munch, Dave Willis, Robert Machiela, Jake Noel, Ryan Arends, 

Ryan Kelly and Lindsey VanDoorn.  

 

Absent: None. 

 

Planner Aaron Bigelow with Fresh Coast Planning was present on behalf of the Township.   

 

There were 4 people seated in the public gallery.  

 

Agenda Item 2. Approval of the Agenda  

 

Approved as submitted. Planner Bigelow suggested discussing the Master Plan Map at the end of 

the listed Action Items.   

 

Agenda Item 3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Kelly to approve the Minutes from March 17, 2026. A 

second was offered by Commissioner Machiela.    

 

Agenda Item 4. Announcements  

 

Commissioner Kelly stated that the meeting yesterday discussed the “.75 mills” repair replacement 

of the roads. This millage will be on the August ballot, if it does not pass, there will be no road 

brining or upgrades. The Township is working to address the maintenance of the roads. It is likely 

there will be another millage on the November ballot.  

 

Agenda Item 5. Communications  

 

None. 
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Agenda Item 6. Public Comments  

 

Chairman Arends offered public comments at 6:33 p.m.  

 

Jon Tassel - 12315 Cleveland St. - Stated that he lives in Robinson township and owns property at 

the end of “woodlane drive”. He is the owner/operator of a machine shop on his property. He has 

questions and concerns about the site plan approval process. He has plans to arrive at the Township 

tomorrow to remit escrow to the zoning department. He expressed concern over the timeliness of 

the approval. Commissioner Kelly asked what the site plan is for. Mr. Tassel stated that he is 

building a pole barn. He believes he has familiarized himself with the necessary zoning provisions 

and drafted an adequate site plan. He stated that he is relying on the previous owners information 

in his site plan.  

 

Tom Farage - 16648 Sagewood Ave. - Asked Planner Bigelow about, “Public Sec. 58 - property 

division, which Planner Bigelow referred to as the “new one that was passed by the state.”  Mr. 

Farage believes this new law would allow him to split his property. They discussed the legality of 

the law.  

 

None other offered.  

 

Agenda Item 7. Action Items  

 

A. Planning Commission Elections  

 

Planner Bigelow reminded the Commissioners what their current elected positions are. 

The Commissioners are presently elected as follows, Chairman: Ryan Arends; Vice-

Chairman: Mike Munch; Vice Secretary: Robert Machiela; Secretary Lindsay VanDoorn. 

Currently the secretary and vice secretary positions do not necessarily hold any additional 

obligations, because there is a recording secretary.  

  

Commissioner Noel made a motion to approve as already elected. A second was offered 

by Commissioner VanDoorn.  

 

B. GRM District Ordinance Text Amendment - Public Hearing 

 

This matter was introduced by Planner Bigelow. He provided the facts for the 

Commissioners and a history of what the Planning Commission has revised in this 

section of the Ordinance. This amendment came to light after review of the only Grand 

Marina within the Grand Marina District “GRM” in the township.   
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The Planner has Amended the Ordinance to move specifications such as site 

development, trash pickup, fencing and set backs from the parking lot subsection to the 

specific requirements subsection, where it makes more sense.  

 

The Parking subsection was amended to be more concise, it states there will be 1.5 

parking spaces for each harbor space. In addition, the perimeter setback of 35 feet was 

moved.  

 

Commissioner Arends asked for discussion among the Commissioners.  

 

A motion to open the public hearing was made by Commissioner Willis. A second was 

offered by Commissioner Munch.  

 

No public comment was made.  

 

Commissioner Willis made a motion to close the public hearing. Commissioner Munch 

seconded.  

 

Chairman Arends asked for any further discussion between the Commissioners.  There 

was none. A motion to send the Text Amendment to the Township Board was made by 

Commissioner Machiela. A second was offered by Commissioner Noel.  

 

C. Master Plan Map (Added Discussion, by Planner Bigelow) 

 

The Planner stated that it was recently brought to his attention that there are two parcels 

zoned Industrial, in downtown Nunica. The parcels are on the West side of Apple Drive 

and it is partially a blueberry field. There is also a cell tower on the property. The 

southern most property is commercial and the northern most property is residential. The 

Planner believes that these parcels were just carried over from the last master plan. He 

said that both properties are owned by companies. However, they should match what 

surrounds the property, which is R-5, village mixed use.  

 

The Commissioners discussed that it was best for the Planner to make the change and 

send it to the Board for approval.  

 

Agenda Item 8. Presentations 

 

None.   
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Agenda Item 9. Discussion Items  

 

A. Sign Ordinance Review 

 

The local church, St. Lukes, wants to put up an electronic sign. The Township does also, 

however the Township does not need a permit. To allow for this, St. Lukes could rezone 

to R-5, they are currently zoned R-2. Another option would be to add electronic signs as a 

provision to the “churches and governmental agencies” which is independent of the 

zoning. The Commissioners agreed that this would be best and fastest.  

 

Commissioner VanDoorn asked where the sign ordinance came from. The Commission’s 

consensus was that it is from a pre-existing ordinance. When the Subaru Dealership came 

in, the Commission talked about it. Magnum Coffee also asked about a digital sign. 

 

Mr. Farage opined that the Commission should handle this all at once. The Planner stated 

that the Commission would if other people bring this forward in a text amendment.   

 

Commissioner Kelly recalled that Spring Lake has an ongoing issue with sign 

specifications. It is overcomplicated and people do not know what is permitted.  

 

The Commission discussed this with Mr. Farage at length and as it relates to multiple 

properties in the Township.  

 

Planner Bigelow stated that he would work on the signs being added to the churches and 

governmental agencies section. He reminded the Commissioners that month there will be 

a Site Plan for review.  

 

Agenda Item 10. Adjournment  

 

Commissioner Noel made a motion to adjourn. A second was offered by Commissioner Munch. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Paige Silva 

Recording Secretary  

 

Next Regular Meeting: May 19, 2026 

Next Special Meeting: TBD 


