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TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY
COUNTY OF OTTAWA, MICHIGAN

At a special meeting of the Township Board of the Township of Crockery, held in the
Township Hall, Nunica, Michigan, on the 21* day of March. 2023, at 7:30 p.m.
PRESENT:  Buchanan, VanBemmelen, Kelly and Suchecki
ABSENT: Erhorn
The following ordinance was offered by Member Kelly and supported by Member
VanBemmelen.
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY

[Junk; Junk Vehicles; Outdoor Storage; Vehicle Storage|

THE TOWNSHIP OF CROCKERY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Definition — Junk. Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township

of Crockery. Definitions, is hereby amended by amending the definition for the term “junk,”
which shall read in its entirety as follows:

Junk. Any type of trash, rubbish, refuse or junk. including all ferrous or non-
ferrous metal, rope. rubber, rags. clothing, wood. plastic, paper, glass, garbage,
appliances, mobile homes not meeting the minimum standards for inhabitation by
humans, unusable or inoperable trailers (whether licensed or not). televisions,
furniture, or any other scrap or waste material of any kind, including parts of any
of the foregoing.

Section 2. Definition — Junk Motor Vehicle. Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of

the Township of Crockery, Definitions, is hereby amended by amending the definition for the

term “junk motor vehicle,” which shall read in its entirety as follows:

Junk Motor Vehicle. Any motor vehicle which is unlicensed and uninsured for
use upon the highways of the State of Michigan, and shall also include, whether ‘l
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insured and registered or not, any motor vehicle which is inoperable or does not
have all its main component parts attached, including all exterior body parts.

Section 3. Definition — Junk Vessel. Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of the

Township of Crockery, Definitions, is hereby amended by including the term “junk vessel,”

which shall be defined as follows:

Junk Vessel. Any water vessel, watercraft, personal watercraft, or similar item
intended for water transportation which is unregistered for use upon the waters of
the State of Michigan, and shail also include, whether registered or not, any such
item that is inoperable or does not have all its main component parts attached,
including all exterior body parts.

Section 4. Definition — Building Materials. Section 2.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of
the Township of Crockery, Definitions, is hereby amended by including the term “building
materials,” which shall be defined as follows:

Building Materials. Lumber, bricks, concrete, cinder blocks, plumbing materials,

electrical wiring or equipment, heating or air conditioning ducts or equipment,

shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws, or any other materials used in

constructing any structure.

Section 5. Editorial Renumbering of Section 2.02. To the extent that the addition of

new terms and their related definitions affects the existing numbering scheme of Section 2.02 of
the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Crockery, that numbering scheme shall be amended to
incorporate the new terms, in appropriate alphabetical and numerical order.

Section 6. Outdoor Storage. Section 3.31 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township

of Crockery is hereby amended so as to read in its entirety as follows:

3.31 OUTDOOR STORAGE

1. Except as provided in this Section, all outdoor storage in residential and
commercial zoning districts is prohibited.

2. Outdoor storage on any parcel of land zoned residential or used for a
residential purpose in any zoning district is prohibited in the front and side
yard of any parcel; subject, however, to the conditional exceptions
provided in the following subsections A-C:
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A. Operable and properly licensed watercraft, boat trailers, travel
V trailers, motor homes, campers, or similar recreational vehicles that
are owned by and registered to the then-current occupant of the
same lot on which they are located may be stored in the front yard
of the same occupant’s residential lot for not more than 90
consecutive days in any calendar year, provided that they do not
constitute “junk,” a “junk motor vehicle” or a “junk vessel.”

B. Operable and properly licensed watercraft, boat trailers, travel
trailers, motor homes, campers, or similar recreational vehicles that
are owned by and registered to the then-current occupant of the
same lot on which they are located may be stored year-round in the
side or rear yard of the same occupant’s residential lot, provided
that they do not constitute “junk,” a “junk motor vehicle” or a
“junk vessel.”

C. Outdoor storage, other than described above, is allowed only in the
rear yard of residential parcels, provided that the items being
stored must be necessarily related to the residential use of the
property by its then-current occupants, and provided that such
storage complies with all other terms of this Ordinance, including,
but not limited to, the prohibitions on the outdoor storage of
“junk,” “junk motor vehicles” and “junk vessels.”

In an industrial zoning district all outdoor storage, except for sand,
aggregate, and gravel, shall be enclosed by a solid fence or wall of not less
than six (6) and no more than eight (8) feet in height which is adequate to
conceal such outdoor storage from adjacent properties and from public
view or adequately screened in accordance with the landscape and
greenbelt provisions of this ordinance.

4. In agricultural zoning districts, except for outdoor storage that is accessory
to a residential purpose and that is performed in compliance with this
Section, outdoor storage is permitted only if the objects or goods stored
consist only of farm machinery, farm equipment and/or farm products
necessary for an existing farm operation on the same lands on which such
storage occurs; provided, however, that inoperable machinery, unrepaired
or unusable equipment and other non-functioning machinery, equipment
or devices shall be stored only within a fully enclosed, fenced area located
at least 200 feet away from any street right-of-way line.

5. Outdoor storage in commercial zoning districts that is not enclosed by a 6-
foot tall solid fence is prohibited.

Section 7. Junk and Other Similar Materials. Section 3.43 of the Zoning Ordinance

U of the Township of Crockery is hereby amended so as to read in its entirety as follows:
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Section 8.

JUNK AND OTHER SIMILAR MATERIALS

No “junk,” as defined by this Ordinance, shall be deposited, dumped or
accumulated by any person on any property, private or public in the
Township, unless such property has been designated as a state-licensed
landfill or is a property for which a valid junkyard permit issued by the
Township is in effect.

The storage of “building materials,” as defined by this Ordinance, outside
of a completely enciosed building in any area for a period of 30 days is
prohibited. This prohibition shall not apply to building materials used for
a legally operated business trading in same, or to building materials stored
on the site of property for which a valid building permit has been issued
by the appropriate County or Township building official and where said
building materials are legitimately intended for use in connection with
such permitted construction.

If materials are lawfully stored outside which might cause fumes, odors or
dust, or which constitute a fire hazard or which may be edible by rodents
or insects, then such materials shall be stored only in closed containers and
screened from public view and adjacent properties. No materials shall be
deposited on a lot or property in such form or manner that they may be
moved off the lot or property by natural causes or forces. No material may
be allowed to accumulate on a lot or property in such a manner as to be
unsightly, constitute a fire hazard, or contribute to unsanitary conditions.

Township of Crockery is hereby amended so as to read in its entirety as follows:
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VEHICLE AND VESSEL STORAGE

In all zoning districts, the parking or storage of a “junk motor vehicle,” as
defined by this Ordinance, outside of a completely enclosed building in
any area, is prohibited. This prohibition shall not apply to a property for
which a valid junkyard permit issued by the Township is in effect; nor
shall it apply to a duly-licensed and otherwise lawful motor vehicle repair
shop, provided that all junk vehicles stored by such a shop shall be stored
in a completely fenced area not less than six (6) feet in height, so that any
such junk vehicles cannot be seen from any public right-of-way or
adjacent property, and provided that the shop is otherwise in compliance
with all zoning requirements applicable thereto.

In all zoning districts, the parking or storage of a “junk vessel,” as defined
by this Ordinance, outside of a completely enclosed building in any area,
is prohibited. This prohibition shall not apply to a property for which a
valid junkyard permit issued by the Township is in effect; nor shall it

Vehicle and Vessel Storage. Section 3.45 of the Zoning Ordinance of the



Section 9.

days after its publication or seven days after the publication of a summary of its provisions in a

apply to a duly-licensed and otherwise lawful watercraft or watercraft
equipment repair shop, provided that all junk vessels stored by such a shop
shall be stored in a completely fenced area not less than six (6) feet in
height, so that any such junk vessels cannot be seen from any public right-
of-way or adjacent property, and provided that the shop is otherwise in
compliance with all zoning requirements applicable thereto.

No watercraft, travel trailer, motor home, camper, or similar vehicle that is
parked or stored in any zoning district shall be connected to utilities:
provided, however, that if such vehicles do not constitute a “junk motor
vehicle” or “junk vessel,” they may be temporarily connected to the power
supply, cable service, or septage system of a lawful campground or lawful
marina in which the vehicle is lawfully parked or stored, on a seasonal
basis.

No watercraft, travel trailer, motor home, camper, or similar vehicle that is
parked or stored in any zoning district shall be used for human habitation
for a period exceeding fourteen (14) consecutive days in any calendar
year. Such habitation shall be prohibited if such vehicle constitutes “junk,”
a “junk motor vehicle” or “junk vessel.”

With respect to any multi-family dwelling in any zoning district, no boat
cradle, boat trailer, portable boat dock, shore station, boat or other
watercraft shall at any time be located, placed or stored on the lot used for
such multi-family dwelling, except for operable and properly licensed
boats and other watercraft situated on trailers that are legal for use on
public highways, and provided that such operable and properly licensed
boats and other watercraft must be owned by and registered to a then-
current occupant of the same lot on which it is placed or stored.

Parking or storage of more than one semi-trailer is prohibited on any
parcel of land zoned residential or used for a residential purpose in any
zoning district.

local newspaper of general circulation.

AYES:

NAYS:

Buchanan, VanBemmelen, Kelly and Suchecki

None

ABSENT:; Erhorn
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Publication: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective seven



ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.
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athleen Buchanan, Clerk
Township of Crockery

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by
the Township Board of the Township of Crockery at a public meeting held on the date first stated
above, and 1 further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law.

athleen Buchanan, Clerk
Township of Crockery
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